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Following are recent reports from 
Arkansas’ tourism industry.

Tourism officials unveil ‘nimble’ $7.6 million ad campaign
!e Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism unveiled a preview of the 
proposed $7.6 million spring and summer advertising and marketing campaign 
that makes greater use of mobile, social media and other web-in"uenced digital 
products to get adventure-seeking millennials and other travelers to visit the 
Natural State. (Sept. 15)

Miss Arkansas Scholarship Pageant moving from Hot Springs to 
Little Rock
!e Miss Arkansas Scholarship Pageant will launch in June from its new home 
at the Robinson Center, according to a press release from the Little Rock 
Convention & Visitors Bureau (LRCVB) and the city of Little Rock. (Sept. 7)

New Fayetteville A&P director prepping plans for promotion efforts
Molly Rawn takes her time to learn the territory and scope out the situation. 
She’s doing so in her new job as executive director of the Fayetteville Advertising 
and Promotion Commission she’s held since Aug. 8. (Sept. 6)

New U.S. Marshals Museum boss pushes opening back to ‘late 2019’
!e U.S. Marshals Museum kicked o# a new era Wednesday night, Aug. 10, with 
the arrival of president and CEO Patrick Weeks from Dublin, Ohio. Weeks told 
Talk Business & Politics that the one thing that Fort Smith needs to do to make 
the Marshals Museum happen. (Aug. 11)
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By Talk Business & Politics Staff

The pace of tourism tax collections and travel and tourism jobs 
began to slow in the $rst half of 2016, but the industry is still 

on track for record growth.

 For the $rst six months of 2016, hospitality collections in 17 
Arkansas cities is up 3.77% compared to the same period in 2015, 
but down from the 5.57% growth in the $rst four months of the 
the year.

 Collection of the state’s 2% tourism tax continues on a record 
pace with collections up 4.15%, according to !e Arkansas Tour-
ism Ticker.

 In 2015, the Arkansas Tourism Ticker reported a 7.41% increase 
in hospitality tax revenue among 17 Arkansas cities reviewed for 
the report, an 8.31% increase in collections of the state’s 2% tour- 
ism tax, and a 5.04% increase in Arkansas tourism industry jobs 
compared to 2014.

 !e Arkansas Tourism Ticker is managed by Talk Business & 
Politics, sponsored by the Arkansas Hospitality Association, and 
is published every two months, or six times a year. !e ticker 
uses the following three measurements to review the health of the 
state’s tourism industry.

• Hospitality tax collections – prepared food tax and lodging tax 
– of 17 Arkansas cities (cities listed below along with collec-
tions for each city);

• Tourism sector employment numbers as reported by the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics; and

• Collections of Arkansas’ 2% statewide tourism tax.

 Joe David Rice, tourism director for the Arkansas Department 
of Parks and Tourism, has told Talk Business & Politics he believes 
the industry will continue to grow but may not be able to maintain 
the percentage growth posted in 2014 and 2015.

Pace of growth slows, but Arkansas’ 
tourism sector continues to expand

Arkansas Tourism Ticker

Results for the January-June 
2016 ticker report are:

Hospitality tax revenue in 
January-June 2016 among 17 
Arkansas cities reviewed for 
the Arkansas Tourism Ticker

Collections of Arkansas’ 
2% statewide tourism tax 
during January-June 2016 
compared to the same 
period in 2015

Increase in Arkansas’ 
tourism industry jobs in 
January-June 2016 
compared to the same 
period in 2015
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The combined hospitality tax collections in the 17 cities 
totaled $21.966 million in January-June 2016, up 3.77% 

compared to the $13.569 million in the same period in 2015.

 Restaurant (prepared food tax) tax collections among the 17 
cities totaled $16.596 million in January-June 2016, up 4.56% 
compared to the $15.871 million in the $rst six months of 
2015. Hotel tax collections among the 17 cities totaled $3.561 
million in January-June 2016, up 9.26% compared to the 
$3.259 million in the same period of 2015.

 Of the 17 cities surveyed for the Arkansas Tourism Ticker, 
four posted hospitality tax collection declines in the Janu-
ary-June period (Bentonville, down 5.76%; Pine Blu#, down 
6.6%; Russellville, down 16.8%; and Rogers, down 5.68%). Of 
the 13 cities with gains, the range was a 12.94% gain in Eureka 
Springs and 1.13% gain in Conway.

 During the 2015, Texarkana was the only city among the 
17 cities surveyed for the Arkansas Tourism Ticker to post an 
annual decline in collections. Percentage changes for the cities 
during the year ranged from a decline of 0.86% in Texarkana 
to a high of 30.2% in El Dorado.

The list of cities 
and collections: 
(             restaurant &                  hotel)

Bentonville 
Conway 
El Dorado
Eureka Springs
Faye!eville
Fort Smith
Harrison
Hot Springs
Jonesboro
Li!le Rock
North Li!le Rock
Pine Blu"
Rogers
Russellville
Springdale
Texarkana
Van Buren

By Talk Business & Politics Staff

Hospitality tax revenue up 
in 13 of 17 cities surveyed
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Arkansas’ 2% tourism tax generated $7.241 million in 
January-June 2016, up 4.15% over the $7.191 million in 

the same period of 2015. Collections have set a record in 2016 
for each month but March.

 Collections of Arkansas’ 2% tourism tax in 2015 totaled 
$14.815 million, up 8.31% compared to the $13.677 million 
in 2014. !e record collections marked the $rst time the tax 
topped $14 million and marked the $%h consecutive year of 
year-over-year gains of the tax.

Following are the top 10 counties in terms of 
collecting 2% tourism tax in the January-June 
period, and the percentage increase/
decrease from the same period in 2015.

Pulaski:   $1.681 million  
    up 5.29%

Benton:   $904,716
    up 5.91%

Garland:   $777,770
    up 12.57%

Washington:  $673,308
    up 19.96%

Carroll:   $313,105
    up 6.53% 

Sebastian:   $297,087
    up 5.85%

Cri!enden:   $187,331 
    up 15.26%

Mississippi:  $183,866
    up 31.53%

Craighead:   $180,632
    up 3.73%

Faulkner:   $179,323
    down 5.96%

Following are the past six years of 
2% tax collections.

2015: $14.815 million
2014: $13.677 million
2013: $12.716 million
2012: $12.404 million
2011: $12.025 million
2010: $11.492 million

By Talk Business & Politics Staff

Statewide tourism tax revenue up 4.15% 

through August, continues record pace
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Monthly average jobs in January-June was 115,400, up 
4.62% compared to the 110,300 during the same period 

of 2015.

 Travel and tourism sector employment began the year with 
116,000 jobs in January, rising to a record of 117,300 jobs in 
February, and declining to 114,800 in June. !e June employ-
ment was above the 111,100 posted in June 2015. 

 Of the eight metro areas in or connected to Arkansas, the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics provides tourism employment data 
on $ve. Four of the $ve posted January-June employment 
gains compared to the same period in 2015, with Northwest 
Arkansas posting the largest gain (7.4%), and the Mem-
phis-West Memphis area posted a 0.43% decline. Following 
are comparisons of the monthly employment averages during 
the years noted.

Northwest Arkansas
January-June 2016: 24,550 (up 7.4% compared to 2015)
January-June 2015: 22,800
January-June 2010: 17,780

Fort Smith
January-June 2016: 9,400 (up 1.6% compared to 2015)
January-June 2015: 9,250
January-June 2010: 8,380

Central Arkansas (Li!le Rock-North Li!le Rock-Conway)
January-June 2016: 34,560 (up 6.3% compared to 2015)
January-June 2015: 32,510
January-June 2010: 29,250

Memphis-West Memphis (Arkansas-Tennessee-Mississippi)
January-June 2016: 64,200 (down 0.43% compared to 2015)
January-June 2015: 64,480
January-June 2010: 64,680

Texarkana (Arkansas-Texas)
January-June 2016: 6,630 (up 2.8% compared to 2015)
January-June 2015: 6,450
January-June 2010: 5,600

Following are comparisons 
of the monthly employment 
averages during the years 
noted.

By Talk Business & Politics Staff

Tourism sector jobs fall from record 
but still above 2015 levels
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Tourism Tax Collections (by city)
CITIES AND COLLECTION AMOUNTS
Jan.-June 2016 Jan.-June 2015

Bentonville  down 5.76%
$989,639 $1.05 million

Conway  up 1.13%
$1.958 million $1.936 million

El Dorado  up 5.19%
$182,781 $173,752

Eureka Springs  up 12.94%
$539,531 $477,676

Fayetteville  up 6.4%
$1.602 million $1.505 million

Fort Smith  up 9.15%
$444,599 $407,304

Harrison  up 7.95%
$327,628 $303,488

Hot Springs  up 6.28%
$2.943 million $2.769 million

Jonesboro  up 9.9%
$322,073 $292,993

Little Rock  up 5.06%
$6.83 million $6.501 million

North Little Rock  up 3.84%
$3.457 million $3.329 million

Pine Blu!  down 6.6%
$771,768 $826,568

Rogers  down 5.68%
$365,448 $387,495

Russellville  down 16.8%
$174,192 $209,513

Springdale  up 11.6%
$214,579 $192,283

Texarkana  up 2.84%
$594,767 $578,294

Van Buren  up 8.88%
$246,858 $226,719

Mount Magazine

Bu!alo National River
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