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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Monday, January 13, 2014 
 
 

 

Asa Hutchinson Announces Bold Plan for Arkansas Becoming a National 
Leader in Technology Education and Jobs  

Computer Science Curriculum to be offered in every High School in Arkansas 

 

Springdale – Former Congressman and Republican Candidate for Governor, Asa Hutchinson, 

today announced his plan to make Arkansas a national leader in technology education and job creation. 

During the last year, Hutchinson has talked about making computer science a greater point of emphasis in 

Arkansas but today Hutchinson lays out an innovative and detailed plan that will allow Arkansas to be a 

national leader in technology education and creating the job skills used in an information-based economy. 

Hutchinson’s plan contains the following key elements: 

Computer science courses will be made available in every high school in Arkansas. Currently 

only a small number of high schools in Arkansas offer computer science and nationally less than 1 in 

10 schools offer the curriculum. Computer science courses will include topics such as coding and 

programming.  

Computer science classes will be a fundamental part of standard curriculum and will count 

toward core graduation requirements. This is a shift from current state law which does not give 

math or science credit for computer science. Hutchinson will work with the legislature to make this 

law change.  

Technical training in high schools will be reinforced by enhancing the curriculum in both two-



year and four-year colleges. 

Arkansas should lead the nation in producing students with the knowledge and technology skills 

demanded by our current economy. The high demand for these skills will translate to more jobs, more 

entrepreneurs and ultimately greater sustained economic growth for Arkansas.  

Asa Hutchinson issued the following statement: 

“As evidenced by my recent tax reduction plan, my number one priority is economic growth and job 

creation.  Tax reduction coupled with an improved education system will create jobs in Arkansas.  

Through encouraging computer science and technology as a meaningful career path, we will produce 

more graduates prepared for the information-based economy that represents a wide open job market for 

our young people.  Arkansas will also educate entrepreneurs who create and grow new technology 

businesses. All Arkansans will benefit from a growth of our technology fueled economy. Computer 

science will no longer be neglected in the State of Arkansas but it will be embraced.” 

  

For more details see the attached “Hutchinson Plan For Job Creation Through Technology 

Education: Arkansas Has An Opportunity”. 

 

Contact: Christian Olson (christian@asaforgovernor.com or (501) 920-4074) 

 

Asa Hutchinson is running as a Republican candidate for Governor of Arkansas. He has served as U.S. 
Attorney for the Western District of Arkansas, Congressman from the 3rd Congressional District, 
Administrator of the Drug Enforcement Agency and Under Secretary of the Department of Homeland 
Security. Asa has spent the majority of his career in the private sector as a small business owner, lawyer 
and entrepreneur. He and his wife Susan have been married for forty years and have four grown children 
and five grandchildren. 
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THE HUTCHINSON PLAN FOR JOB CREATION THROUGH TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 

 

ARKANSAS HAS AN OPPORTUNITY 

 

The study of Computer Science (particularly coding) opens more economic opportunity for more 

people than almost any other area of study. While millions of Americans are unemployed, the nation 

suffers from a severe shortage of people who can write computer software. This skill set is in demand not 

just in the tech sector, but in banking, entertainment, medicine and virtually every area. Whether our 

children want to be farmers, doctors, teachers or entrepreneurs, they will all benefit from the creativity 

and problem-solving skills that are the essence of creating computer software. 

Learning to code, even at a high school level, produces rewards quickly.  Computer programmers 

start at rates as high as $15-20 an hour or more. Learning to code is one of the best paths 

to entrepreneurship as you can start a profitable business with little or no upfront capital. Knowing how to 

code may one day be a basic workplace expectation – like basic computer skills, or proficiency in various 

office software programs. 

Not only do successful programmers earn well above average, they often become entrepreneurs 

who create new jobs for many others. From their ideas come companies that employ sometimes 

thousands of people with a variety of non-programming skills.  

Nationally only 2% of students study computer programming.  If we triple that to 6%, we'd close 

the gap between students and jobs, driving $500 billion in economic value to our country.i This is a giant 

opportunity, impacting every industry and institution. 



A June, 2011 McKinsey Global Institute report predicts a shortage of 1.5 million “data-savvy” 

managers and analysts by 2018.   Computer science jobs are growing at two times the national average.  

In fact, by 2020 there will be 1 million more jobs than students in computing jobs.ii 
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THE HUTCHINSON PLAN FOR ARKANSAS LEADERSHIP IN TECHNOLOGY 

As a state, Arkansas is simply missing the boat when it comes to exploiting this window of 

economic opportunity. Presently, a minority of states (17 out of 50iii) recognize computer science as 

qualifying for core graduation credit, and Arkansas is not one of them. This must change. The Arkansas 

education system needs to include in its course offering computer coding or computer science across all 

public high schools.  These simple changes will motivate young people to consider a career path that 

centers on technology and computer skills.  This change will lay the foundation for future dynamic 

economic growth in Arkansas.  The course offering combined with giving core graduation credit for the 

course will dramatically increase the number of high school graduates who pursue this career path. 

Arkansas companies are in need of new graduates who are knowledgeable and skilled in the 

digital economy.  One company, Acxiom, announced it was seeking to hire 300 to 400 new program 

developers.iv  These are good paying jobs but the opportunities are not limited to data management 

companies.  In virtually every field from retail to agriculture there is a need for workers who know how to 

write computer code and who have been trained in information based systems. 

The Arkansas Department of Education should be leading the way in creating high school 

curricula that teach our young people software coding and programming skills.  A Department of 

Education under a Hutchinson administration will develop a computer science curriculum with our 



statewide technology leaders and national experts such as Code.org.  A sampling of the topics and 

exercises that might be included in a computer science course can be 

• Managing, visualizing, processing and analysis of data 

• Modeling and dealing with real world problems on the computer. 

• Ethical and regulatory issues in computing including data privacy issues. 

• Robotics (designing and programming) 

• Web design  

• Security issues 

• Algorithmic applications for problem solving 

Computer science will no longer be neglected in the State of Arkansas but it will be embraced. 

Obviously, not every high school student wants to learn computers and technology.  It should be 

emphasized that computer science need not be a requirement but an alternative course designed for the 

job skills of the future with core graduation credit received for the course.  It should be designated as a 

math or science credit.  

   

 

WHAT IS THE COST? 

Success in computer science education does not require a massive infusion of tax dollars. The 

first step of policy changes will not cost the state a single penny; a simple change in the law to give math 

or science credit for computer science courses will open up a new window of opportunity without the 

expenditure of tax dollars. Students choosing computer science classes will be rewarded by completing a 

step towards graduation. Currently, schools largely do not offer computer science because it is not a core 



credit course and when offered few students want to participate because they do not receive math or 

science credit.    

 In the second step, curricula must be developed and teachers trained in basic computer science. 

Since continuing education is already a requirement with which teachers and schools must comply, taking 

advantage of those opportunities would limit expenses. Costs related to such training could in many 

instances be provided for by private funds. One resource offers to partner with schools to make computer 

science courses available at no cost (see code.org/educate/districts). Even without generous private 

support, a reasonable estimate to use state funds to provide training for teachers across Arkansas’s 

approximately 350 high schools would cost less than one million dollars, using either the College Board, 

Oracle, or University of Phoenix. This cost will go down further when our own state universities begin 

offering professional training for teachers. This training will be an opportunity for Arkansas colleges and 

will be less expensive for our own teachers when offered in Arkansas.   

 Schools must have access to high-speed broadband but this is already the plan in Arkansas.  The 

Hutchinson plan expands the use and opportunity with the broadband access. 

 The really good news is code isn’t that hard to start to learn – one outsourcing firm takes people 

with no training and makes them full-time Java programmers in 3 months. Learning coding 

isn’t expensive. Beyond a certain point, coders are self-taught, but guided by teachers. 

Teachers can be incentivized to learn how to teach coding. If we have the will, we will have the 

way. What is mostly required is the will to turn Arkansas’s public schools into places where our kids can 

learn the skills of the future. That’s the kind of leadership Asa Hutchinson will provide. 

 

 



!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
i http://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2013/02/26/computer-programming-coding-
education/1947551/ 
ii 
http://www.mckinsey.com/insights/business_technology/big_data_the_next_frontier_for_innovat
ion 
iii www.code.org 
iv http://www.arkansasbusiness.com/post/90978/ad-age-acxiom-teams-with-facebook-in-ad-
targeting-effort 


