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The poll questionnaire began by assessing the respondents trust level of various individuals and institutions in Arkansas.   

Governor Mike Beebe

 






%

     

1.  Almost completely


35


  

2.  A great deal


27



3.  Only somewhat


26

     

4.  Hardly at all


10

(DNR)5.  Don’t recognize


  0

(DNR)9.  Don’t know/Refused

  2

Arkansas Hospital Association
 






%

       
1.  Almost completely


14

  

2.  A great deal


17



3.  Only somewhat


21

     

4.  Hardly at all


  7

(DNR)5.  Don’t recognize


24

(DNR)9.  Don’t know/Refused

17

Your family doctor
 






%

     

1.  Almost completely


61


  

2.  A great deal


27




3.  Only somewhat


  5


     

4.  Hardly at all


  3

(DNR)5.  Don’t recognize


  1

(DNR)9.  Don’t know/Refused

  4

Your state senator and representative
 






%

     

1.  Almost completely


19

  

2.  A great deal


17



3.  Only somewhat


33

     

4.  Hardly at all


15

(DNR)5.  Don’t recognize


  8

(DNR)9.  Don’t know/Refused

  8

The questionnaire then asked several questions and statements of respondents.

Q:   Have you recently seen, read, or heard anything about the Medicaid program in Arkansas?










 






%



1.  Yes




69



2.  No




31

(DNR)9.  Don’t know/uncertain.

  1








Medicare is the federal health insurance program that covers care for the elderly.  Medicaid is the program that covers care for children, the poor, and the disabled.

Q:   As you may know, the new health care law expands Medicaid to provide health care coverage to more low income uninsured adults.  The federal government will pay 100% of these costs in the first few years, and 90% of the costs after that.  In your opinion should the state turn the money down or accept the money?

 







%



1.  Definitely accept the money

53



2.  Probably accept the money

12



3.  Probably turn down the money
  
  7



4.  Definitely turn down the money

19

(DNR)9.  Don’t know/no opinion


  9


Q.  
Without the Medicaid expansion many hospitals, especially in rural or less populated areas of the state, are in danger of closing.  (Does knowing this make you more likely or less likely to support the expansion of Medicaid in Arkansas?)














%



1.  Much more likely to support expansion


50




2.  Somewhat more likely to support expansion

20



3.  Somewhat less likely to support expansion

  7



4.  Much less likely to support expansion


10

(DNR)5.  Makes no difference




  8

(DNR)8.  Don’t believe statement




  2

(DNR)9.  Don’t know/no opinion




  3

Q.  
If hospitals in small towns or rural areas were to close the loss of jobs could be devastating to the local economies.  (Does knowing this make you more likely or less likely to support the expansion of Medicaid in Arkansas?)











%



1.  Much more likely to support expansion


50




2.  Somewhat more likely to support expansion

20



3.  Somewhat less likely to support expansion

  7



4.  Much less likely to support expansion

  
  9

(DNR)5.  Makes no difference




  8

(DNR)8.  Don’t believe statement




  2

(DNR)9.  Don’t know/no opinion




  4

Q.   
Now after hearing some reasons given for supporting Medicaid expansion, do you support or oppose this expansion?









%



1.  Definitely support expansion

50



2.  Probably support expansion

20

 

3.  Probably oppose expansion

10



4.  Definitely oppose expansion

16

(DNR)9.  Don’t know/no opinion


  5






STATEMENT:  We have a moral obligation to take care of those in need?











%



1.  Strongly agree


74



2.  Somewhat agree


16



3.  Somewhat disagree

  5



4.  Strongly disagree

  
  4


(DNR)9.  Don’t know/no opinion

  1

Q:  
If Medicaid expansion fails, the only option that many small rural communities may have to keep their hospital open could be enacting a local sales tax.










%



1.  Strongly agree


37



2.  Somewhat agree


22



3.  Somewhat disagree

15



4.  Strongly disagree


15


(DNR)9.  Don’t know/no opinion

11

Q:  
What type of health coverage do you have? 













%



1. Private health insurance through your employer


    
42



2. Private health insurance you purchase yourself


 
  8



3. Medicare/Medicaid/ARKids, Tricare or other coverage through the 




    government 







44



4. None








  6

(DNR)5. Other (BE SURE TO RECORD)





  0

(DNR)9. Don’t know/Not sure/Refused       





  1






